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NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER â€¢ In this irresistible novel, Sarah Addison Allen, author of

theÂ bestselling debut, Garden Spells, tells the tale of a young woman whose family secretsâ€”and

secret passionsâ€”are about to change her life forever. Josey Cirrini is sure of three things: winter is

her favorite season, sheâ€™s a sorry excuse for a Southern belle, and sweets are best eaten in the

privacy of her closet. For while Josey has settled into an uneventful life in her motherâ€™s house,

her one consolation is the stockpile of sugary treats and paperback romances she escapes to each

nightâ€¦. Until she finds her closet harboring Della Lee Baker, a local waitress who is one part

nemesisâ€”and two parts fairy godmother. With Della Leeâ€™s tough love, Joseyâ€™s narrow

existence quickly expands. She even bonds with Chloe Finley, a young woman who is hounded by

books that inexplicably appear when she needs themâ€”and who has a close connection to

Joseyâ€™s longtime crush. Soon Josey is living in a world where the color red has startling powers,

and passion can make eggs fry in their cartons. And thatâ€™s just for starters. Brimming with

warmth, wit, and a sprinkling of magic, here is a spellbinding tale of friendship, loveâ€”and the

enchanting possibilities of every new day.From the Trade Paperback edition.
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Much like her charming debut novel Garden Spells (Bantam Discovery), Sarah Addison Allen's

Sugar Queen is a blend of food and magic. Josey Cirrini is fast approaching thirty. She's a plump,

painfully shy recluse who hides in her closet stuffing herself with junk food and reading romance

novels to find solace from her overbearing mother (the two live together). While her mother

Margaret was a classic Southern belle, Josey is mousy and timid, with no friends, no love life, and

no dreams. She's expected to stay and care for her mother.But Josey's dull, predictable life is

turned upside-down when bad girl Della Lee mysteriously appears in her closet, smack-dab in the

middle of her stash of moonpies, pecan rolls, and Little Debbie snacks. Della Lee is Josey's

opposite: she lives fast and hard, has been arrested for solicitation, and seems to be on the run

from someone. The only problem is that she refuses to leave the closet.Desperate to be rid of her,

Josey agrees to do several favors for Della Lee, which starts her on a journey of self-discovery

regarding her family's past. Della Lee becomes a sort of fairy godmother responsible for giving

Josey a newfound sense of confidence, and encouraging her to pursue her infatuation with hunky,

injured mailman Adam, who's hiding out from his own secret.Allen cleverly themes each chapter title

around Josey's love of sweets, with the candy names reflecting various plot points: SweeTarts, Sno

Caps, Sugar Daddy, Mellowcreme Pumpkins, Candy Hearts, and Mr. Goodbar all make guest

appearances.
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